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Today’s Agenda

✓Brief overview of current labor market conditions 

✓Economic impact of the beer industry

▪ Brewers Association 

▪ Defining key terms

▪ Oregon Employment Department Data

✓Emerging trends



Current labor market conditions
Quarterly Census of Employment & Wages (QCEW)
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
Current Employment Statistics (CES)
Quarterly Forecast from the Oregon Office of 
Economic Analysis (EOA)

3



Nonfarm payrolls in Oregon gained 4,400 jobs in February
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Seasonally Adjusted Employment in Oregon
Total Nonfarm Payroll:  1990 - 2024

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics
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Oregon has more jobs now than before the pandemic recession

More than half (23) of all 

counties have regained their 

total pandemic recession job 

losses.

Recovery has been slower in 

parts of coastal, Southern, and 

Eastern Oregon.

Recovery of Total Nonfarm Employment as of February 2024
Compared to February 2020 Levels, Seasonally Adjusted, Oregon = 102%

Source: Oregon Employment Department

More jobs than before 
recession (100% +)

Slower recovery          
(89% or less)

Near full jobs recovery 
(90% to 100%)



Oregon’s labor force Increased Slightly in February
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Oregon Unemployment Rates by County

Unemployment rates declined or 

remained unchanged in three of 

Oregon’s 36 counties in February 

2024, and increased in 33 

counties.

Crook County had Oregon’s 

highest seasonally adjusted 

unemployment rate (6.1%) in 

February.

Wheeler County registered the 

lowest unemployment rate (2.9%).
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Record High, Low, and Current Rates
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Unemployment Rates in Oregon Counties 
Current Rate (February 2024), Record High, and Record Low for Each County, Seasonally Adjusted
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, Local Area Unemployment Statistics



Eastern Oregon grew at the fastest rate of any broad region over the year
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Employment by Industry 

Oregon, 

2023 Q3

Source: Oregon Employment Department, QCEW



Economic impact of the beer industry
Quarterly Census of Employment & Wages (QCEW)
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
Current Employment Statistics (CES)
Brewers Association
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Source: https://www.brewersassociation.org/statistics-and-data/state-craft-beer-stats/?state=OR

2022 Brewers Association Data
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2022 Craft Brewery economic Impact Data (Brewers Association)

Source: https://www.brewersassociation.org/statistics-and-data/economic-impact-data/#per-capita
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Employment Remains Below pre-pandemic highs
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Brewery Industry Employment



Brewery and Brewpub employment has been slow to recover
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109 Breweries & brewpubs had less employment in 2022 than in 2019
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brewery industry Establishments
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Brewery industry quarterly Payroll
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The Office of Economic Analysis forecasts Oregon will gain 15,800 jobs over the next year
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Emerging trends
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
Current Population Survey (CPS)
Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)
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NEWS HEADLINES



Young adults are drinking less than in prior decades
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Source: https://news.gallup.com/poll/509690/young-adults-drinking-less-prior-decades.aspx
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Trends amount young adults

Source: The Washington Post and National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism
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Adapting to Changing trends 



Have you been asked to participate in a Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) 
Survey? Please do!

BLS survey information is gathered to create data for businesses, jobseekers, 
workers and policy-makers about the economy including:

Your response is vital to ensuring accurate, complete, and unbiased data that 
is representative of the people and businesses in Oregon and the United States.
Your confidential responses are protected by federal and state law and strict security policies that prohibit us from releasing any information 
that could reveal the identity of you or your business without your consent.

Thank you for helping us track the Oregon economy! 26



Nicole S. Ramos, Regional Economist
nicole.s.ramos@employ.oregon.gov 

Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research:
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe 

Follow us on Twitter @OED_Research
27



Oregon’s labor force participation rate was 62.7% in February.
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Why are Oregonians unemployed?

New to the workforce

45,900 (54%)

Lost job 

25,800 (30%)

Left job voluntarily

14,000 (16%)
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Labor force participation rates vary widely across Oregon’s counties.

High

Hood River County

75.0%

Low

Curry County

43.8%

30
Source: Oregon Employment Department

2022 Labor Force Participation by County
Oregon = 62.8%

43.8% - 50.0% 50.1% - 56.3% 56.4% - 62.5% 62.6% - 68.8% 68.9% - 75.0%
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As unemployment and vacancies dropped in the Fall, the unemployed to job vacancy 
ratio in Oregon remained flat.
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U.S. and Oregon Unemployed to Job Vacancy Ratios Still Low 
after Spring 2020 Peak

(Job Openings with Private Employers, 2013-2023)

U.S. Oregon

Source: Oregon Employment Department

✓ Oregon’s unemployed-to-vacancy ratio 

has been below pre-pandemic levels 

for the past two years. 

✓ The U.S. ratio was 0.7 in October 

2023, its tenth straight quarter below 

1. It reached 4.3 in April 2020 after 

several years around 1-to-1. 

✓ Oregon had 1.1 unemployed per job 

vacancy in fall 2023, still much lower 

than the peak of 5.7 in May 2020. 
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Two manufacturing sectors Gained jobs over the year.
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